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Creating a Transform FILE (.mst)

This step is required for:

· Installation via Group Policy on Windows Server 2000 and 2003 networks

· Installation on an RM Community Connect 3 network

A transform (.mst) file is used at install time to customise the installation. In the case of Autograph this allows the User Name, School and Serial Number to be automatically registered on each client machine during the installation process. If this is not carried out the software will appear to the user to be unlicensed.

A transform file must be created before Autograph is installed. It can be generated by the Autograph Installer Customiser.exe program that can be found in the “Installation” folder on the CD.  On executing the program the user is presented with the following screen:
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MSI Location:

This specifies the location of the Autograph MSI file. Use the Browse button to locate it (usually on the CD).

Name, Institution and Serial Number:

These specify your registration details.

Create RM Community Connect 3 INI File:

If this box is checked an INI file required for installation on an RM Community Connect 3 network will be generated in the same folder as the transform file. The INI file is named Autograph 3.ini.

Generate Transform File:

Click this button to actually generate the transform file. A dialog box will be displayed to allow the user to change the location and filename of the transform.

It often takes a minute or two to generate the transform file so please be patient. A message box will appear when the process has completed.

Advanced Options:
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Install Autograph Resources:

If this box is checked both the Autograph program and the accompanying resources will be installed. If the box is unchecked just the Autograph program will be installed.

Install Microsoft DirectX:

Direct X 9 or greater is required for the 3D pages of Autograph. If this box is checked then DirectX 9b will be installed. If the box is unchecked then DirectX will not be installed.

Install Shockwave and Flash:

Autograph requires at least Flash 7 and Shockwave 8.5 be installed on target workstations, for online help and Extras Pages. If this box is checked then Flash 7 and Shockwave 10 will be installed. If it is unchecked then they are not. The Macromedia supplied installer for these has been known to downgrade versions on some systems. 
Add Autograph Shortcut to Desktop:
If this box is checked then a shortcut to Autograph 3 will be created on the workstation desktop. If unchecked then it will not be created

Add Autograph Resources Shortcut to Desktop:

This option is only available if Install Autograph Resources is checked. If this is checked then a shortcut to Autograph Resources will be created on the workstation desktop. If unchecked then it will not be created




Installation via Group Policy 

Step-by-step Group Policy-based software installation. 
1. Logon to the Win2K Server machine as the Administrator.
2. Insert the CD-Rom into your drive

3. click start, Run

4. Enter the following command line instruction

msiexec /a “d:\Autograph 3.04.msi”

      Where d: is the drive letter for your CD-Rom
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5. Click next on the dialog shown in Figure 1
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	Figure 1. Administrative Welcome Dialog


6. Now select your installation package location. This should be within the network share on your server which contains your managed installations. In our case this is c:\Administrative\Autograph 3. This is shown in Figure 2
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	Figure 2. Selecting your network file location


7. Now click OK to perform the administrative installation.  If the package is installing correctly you should see dialog shown in Figure 3
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	Figure 3. The Installation Progress Dialog


8. When the installation is complete, click finished on the dialog shown in Figure 4
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	Figure 4.  The Installation Complete Dialog


9. Click no to restart the machine at the dialog shown in Figure 5
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	Figure 5.  Instructions to Restart the Machine


10. Click Start, Programs, Administrative Tools, Active Directory Users and Computers. 

11. Right-click on an organizational unit (OU) and select Properties from the secondary menu. 

12. Select the Group Policy tab. 

13. Select a Group Policy Object Link and click Edit. In my case, I have an existing Group Policy Object Link titled "Autograph Remote Install". Note: If necessary, click New to create a new Group Policy Object Link. 
14. The Group Policy MMC appears. Select the Group Policy  settings for Computer configuration (see Figure 6).
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	Figure 6. Selecting the Software installation option in the Group Policy MMC.


15. Right-click on the Software installation object and select New Package. The Open dialog box appears where you will need to select the Windows Installer package you want install. Your screen should look like Figure 7. 
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	Figure 7. Select an .MSI file to install via the installer process.


16. After selecting the Autograph 3.msi file in the Open dialog box, click Open. If you receive the error message shown in Figure 8, you will need to click No and return to the Open dialog box and provide a UNC path to a shared folder on the server. If necessary, you need to share said folder that holds the installer file. Note that you can automatically map to the .MSI file in a UNC fashion by navigating to the .MSI file via My Network Places in the left column of the Open Dialog box. 
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	Figure 8. Error message if you attempt to implement an installer package not using a UNC path.


17. The Deploy Software dialog box appears (see Figure 9). There are 2 options from which you should choose advanced as shown in the diagram and then click OK
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	Figure 9. The Deploy Software dialog box.




18. Select the modifications tab (see Figure 10) of the dialog box that now appears. Click the Add button and select the transform (.mst) file that you created previously in the section ‘Creating a Transform (.mst) file’ and then click OK. The mst file needs to be placed in the same folder as your msi and cab files
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	Figure 10. The Modifications tab.


19. The application to be installed appears as shown in Figure 11 in the Group Policy MMC. 
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	Figure 11. Congratulations! The Windows installer package appears in the Group Policy MMC when Software installation is selected.




20. When you logon to the Win2K Server network, assuming you're a user or a computer in the OU that the Group Policy Object (GPO) applies to, the application will automatically install silently. 


The Autograph installation can also be run silently on each client machine using the Windows Installer (msiexec.exe) with the following command line (or something similar):

 

msiexec /i "d:\Autograph 3.0.msi" /qb INSTALLLEVEL=101 ALLUSERS=1 USERNAME="Your Name" COMPANYNAME="Your School" PIDKEY="Your Serial Number"

 

This performs a silent install of Autograph and allows you to specify your name, school and serial number. This can be done manually or from within a login script or batch file. You must obviously have Administrative rights to perform the install.

 

A brief description of the options:

 
*   /i specifies to install the package

*   /qb specifies a basic user interface. You can use /qn for no UI.

*   INSTALLLEVEL=101 specifies that both the Autograph program and the Resources are installed. Omit this to just install the program.

*   ALLUSERS=1 specifies that Autograph is installed for all users. Omit this to just install for the current user.

*   USERNAME=".....", COMPANYNAME="....." and PIDKEY="...." specify your registration details for Autograph.

Below is a link to the Microsoft website describing all of the command line options for msiexec.exe:

 

http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/home/using/productdoc/en/default.asp?url=/WINDOWSXP/home/using/productdoc/en/sag_WinInstall_Command_Line_Syntax.asp
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